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"A TWO STEP PROCESS"

Well here we are in February again. Ash Wednesday is before us. Ash
Wednesday has not always been observed as it is today. Originally ashes that mark the
forehead of worshippers were not given to everyone, but only to those who were repen-
tant and who were considered to be public or notorious sinners who had been brought
before the Church. Before long many began to realize that they too were a sinner and
should be marked as such. Finally the number of penitents grew so large that the impo-
sition of ashes was extended to the whole congregation.

Many came to realize that until I admit, realize and see that I am a sinner, I will
see no need for a Savior. Ash Wednesday is now a somber day of reflection on what
needs to change in our lives. Ashes are a sign that we are all sinners; some might be
public sinners but we all have to admit that ifthe secrets of our heart were known we
would be ashamed, because we fall short of the faith we claim. The imposition of ashes
amounts to publicly admitting that "I am a sinner in need of a savior. Though all of us
were born into sin, God the Father saw to it that we do not have to stay in that dreadful
condition, he had a plan of salvation for all of mankind. John 3: 16 explains the plan,
"For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes
in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. " Someone once asked me the question,
"why would God do that? We don't deserve it." While it is true that we don't deserve
it, God did it anyway because of His grace. When we sing the hymn "Amazing Grace";
we are reminded of what is so amazing about it, "we don't deserve it but God gave it to
us anyway."

Martin Luther spoke of what He called "the Great Exchange, Christ took our sins
upon himself and he gave us His righteousness." Even though we are not deserving of
it, and even though we are offered a perfect righteousness in exchange for our sins,
many still reject this free gift. This does not make sense to me and maybe not to you
either, but the offer is a standing offer until death or until the Last Day when Christ re-
turns, whichever comes first.

Because receiving this "amazing grace" is a two-step process; that is we recog-
nize and admit that we are a sinner and then celebrate on Easter Sunday the resurrection
of our Lord and Savior; we take that first step on Ash Wednesday in admitting that we
are a sinner. Then we are prepared for the celebration of the fact that Jesus defeated
sin and death and allows us to share in that victory. Come on Ash Wednesday and take
that first step along with me!

Odis Doyal, Pastor

Every Sunday

9:00 A.M. Sunday
School &

Adult Bible Class

10:00 A.M. Fellowship

10:30 A.M. Divine
Worship
Service

Phone Numbers:

()ffice 830-663-3735
Home 830-665-9440
Cell 830-931-5099
E-Mail

divinesavior@sbcglobal.net

Pastor:
Odis Doyal

Editor:
Claudia Carberry

Publisher:
Joyce Haass



WANTED!!!
President Malcolm Brown 830-663-3992

Vice President David Esch 830-663-3454
We need a piano player for

(not pictured) church. If you know of anyone

Secretary Glenda Allen 210-630-2763
who might be interested please
lhave them contact a council

Treasurer Ernestine Londenberg 830-663-3423
member or Pastor Doyal.

Thanks to Judi and Claudia
Financial Sec. JudiJopling 830-663-9300 for all the years they have

volunteered their time and
Trustee Douglas Haass 830-741-3560 talents. Be sure you tell them

from time to time.
Fellowship LaNell Felps 830-772-4693

Stewardship Louis Dicke 830-934-2764

Evangelism Ethel Martin 210-273-0314

CEF Monica Atkinson 830-591-4866

Hunan Care Pat Banks 210-731-4304
We will have pots to

Education Claudia Carberry 210-422-4344 collect momentary donations on
February 3rd at the morning

Elders Doug Carberry 210-913-4482 worship service. So come
prepared to make donations for

Jim Danner 21jO-844-7784 the Food Pantry of Devine. All the
money will be used locally.

Zane Schullanberger 210-602-5805 We also will be taking food
Pastor Doyal 830-931-5099 items for the month of February to

help the Food Pantry.



Everyone young and older
enjoyed the tea. The food
was great, the fellowship
was better, and everyone
had their spirits lifted.

Thanks to Carol Doyal,
LaNell Felps, Claudia
Carberry, Marla Cappella,
Sharon Stromske, Wendy
Jones, and Lynda Dicke for
all the work they did to
make this a success.

We all wish Ernestine
Londenberg and Margaret
McClosky speedy
recoveries as they fight
their battle with cancer.

An irate customer
called the newspaper
demanding to know
where her Sunday
paper was. "Madam,"
said the newspaper
employee. "Today is
Saturday. The Sunday
paper will be delivered
tomorrow, on Sunday."
There was a long pause.
"Well," she said, "that
explains why there was
no one at church
either."
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Bring your sweetheart or best friend to:

Dinner and a Movie
Saturday: February 9th
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Where: Fellowship Hall

Come out and join the fun!!

How To Plant Your Garden

First. you Come to the garden alone. while the dew is still on
roses.

FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING ...

Plant Three Rows of Peas: No Garden is without Turnips:

1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul

I. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one another

Plant Four Rows ofS9uash: To Conclude our Garden We Must Have
Thvme:

I. Squash gossip
2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness

1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friends

Plant Four Rows of Lettuce:

I. Lettuce be faithful
2. Lettuce be kind
3. Lettuce be patient
4. Lettuce really love one another

WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE
AND CUL TIV ATE WITH LOVE.
THERE IS MUCH FRUIT TNYOUR
GARDEN BECAUSE YOU REAP
WHAT YOU SOW.

--
Cord of
Three
Strands

byJan Lutz

When two hearts
come before the Lord

And marriage
vows are spoken

Their two lives
are twined into
A cord not to be broken.

How blessed the two
who add onto
This cord that
they've begun
Athird strand-
that of God
Who binds them into one.

This three-strand cord
includes the Lord

Though tested
be its strength
It shall not break,
but shall endure

Their union's entire length.

A cord of three strands is not
nlJirk/v broken (Ecclesiastes 4:12).
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