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Divine Savior
Lutheran Church
405 Ingram Road

Devine, Texas 78016

Every Sunday

9:00 A.M. Sunday
School &

Adult Bible Class

10:00 A.M. Fellowship

10:30 A.M. Divine
Worship
Service

Phone Numbers:

Office 830-663-3735
Home 830-665-9440
Cell 830-931-5099
E-Mail

divinesavior@sbcglobal.net

Pastor:
OdisDoyal

"THE VISITATION"
I was recently notified that Carol and I will be Great Grandparents two more

times this year. As one thinks on the future of these yet "unborn" children, one wonders
what the future holds for them. Will they grow up to be successful? What does success
look like? Will they influence the world around them? These are all questions that
swirl in my mind.

May 31 st is the day that the Church remembers and recognizes what is known as
"The Visitation". The account ofthe visitation is found in Luke chapter one. There is
much to be learned from this visit that Mary paid to her relative Elizabeth. We are told
in verse 39-45, "At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of
Judea, where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth
heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and
blessed is the child you will bear! But why am Iso favored, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in
my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to
her will be accomplished!

First we need to recognize that these women are two very unlikely mothers to be.
One is well passed child bearing age and the other is a virgin. In spite of this Mary is
commended for believing that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!

In an age where there is much discussion about when life begins, particularly in
the abortion debate; we are told that John (John the Baptist) leaped for joy in his
mother's womb when Mary entered the house. Elizabeth refers to Jesus as "My Lord",
even though he is still in the womb. In the case of John; his father Zechariah had been
informed by the angel the purpose of John's life even before he was conceived.
Zechariah was told by the angel, "Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are
to give him the name John. He will be ajoy and delight to you and many will rejoice
because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord." Zechariah did not
believe the angel and he was stricken mute until the baby was born.

Mary was informed by the angel Gabriel of her impending pregnancy, "You will
be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. Mary responds to this
announcement by saying, "I am the Lord's servant, Maryanswered. May it be to me as
you have said. "

For me I know there is life in these unborn children that are on the way; I know
that God has a plan for them; and I know that they will be a blessing.

Odis Doyal, Pastor



March 24, 2014

Divine Savior Lutheran Church
405 Ingram
Devine, Texas 78016-1001

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
,

Greetings in the powerful name of our Risen Lord!

Thank you for your participation in the mission of the Texas District! Your witness, your
prayers, and your 2014 financial commitment, which support the proclamation of the Gospel in
the Texas District at every level; are crrticai. -

The Texas District makes every effort to be a good steward of the financial gifts of God's
people. For example, of every ~ollar given:

• 72.4% is used for mission and church planting;
• 18.5% is used to assist congregations and schools in ministry; and only
• 9.1 % is used fur administration.

If youwould like to view a more complete breakdown ofthe budget, you can go online to
http://www.txc!istlcms.ora/downloads/2014 Texas District Budget Summary.pdf. (Or simply go to
txdistlcms.org and click on Resources=Stewardship Resources-Fact Sheet.) I encourage you to
share this information with your congregation. God has blessed the Texas District and the work
we do together.

Even more exciting is seeing the mission momentum continue to increase in Texas as
congregations and church planting networks have indicated additional plans to start new Word
and Sacrament ministries in the coming years. I am confidentthat even more plans will be
developed in the -near future. .
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I highly ;r~liiE{~{~:':'~fpartnership in the Gospel, 2.!1d T.P.f:?:l that Cod's richest blessings
accompany all that you do in your community and congregation.

Once again, thank you for your witness, your prayers, and your financial support!

In Christ,
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Rev. Ken Hennings,
President, Texas District, LCMS



Easter started with a wonderful breakfast that was enjoyed by all.
Then we followed the palm procession into Church. This was
followed by the flowering of the cross. You missed a beautiful
service if you weren't there.

•

lWHAT ABOUT THE

Candy, bunnies, baskets and eggs: Believe it or
not, they do have historical Easter
meaning.

THE CANDY. The day of Resurrec-
tion was thought of as an entry into
paradise. In th-e Hebrew Scriptures,
when you enter paradise, you
receive milk and honey and other
festive foods. "So the candy is a
modem playing out of the more
ancient milk and honey," explains Richard
Priggie, chaplain at Augustana College in
Illinois.

-THE BUNNY. The treat-toting Easter bunny
seems to have been born in Germany in the late
1600s. Children would build nests for the
bunny to leave their treats in-the origin of the
modem Easter basket.

COLORED EGGS. The ancient Egyptians
exchanged red-colored eggs in honor of
spring. This custom spread to the Greeks and
Romans and then to the Europeans. In medieval
times, eggs were forbidden during Lent,
making them a popular treat on Easter Sunday .

Gary Karton is a freelance writer and blogs about
parenting at socksgsandalswordpress.com.

Thrivent Winter 2014 27

Planned for May 16th
and 17th contact

LaNell before May
30th.
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"Waiting for tomorrow wastes of today."
"Mind like parachute--only function when open."
"Long journey always start with one short step."
"Optimist only sees doughnut. Pessimist sees hole."
"If you want wild bird to sing do not put him in
cage."
"Suspicion often father of truth."

~~.Therefore I tell you, do not worry about
~~your life, what you will eat or drink; or
.!. about your body what you will wear. Is

not life more than food, and the body
_ - more than clothes? (Matthew 6:25)

-I~~ Journal Entry: That was really scary.
I mean, I was leaning over the toilet with

my finger almost to back of my throat when Mom walked
in the house. I was so afraid she'd hear me that I ditched
back into my bedroom. Part of me is relieved, but part of
me is scared. I shouldn't have eaten the whole bag of

- chips and the brownie. Now I'm just going to get even
fatter than I am already.

. . Why can't I have a body like on ads-that would
be so cool. Then other people would look at me the way

. they do the skinny people. Then I'd get some respect. .
Then I'd ...Wow, listen to me. I'm starting to sound like I
believe all the lies that the world throws at me-that I
have to be thin, that I have to be buff, that I have to be
whatever the latest thing is to be. No-I don't have to be
any of those things. God is with me no matter what I am
experiencing, and He"continues to love me even when I
am not living the way He wants me to.

My grandpa always talked about the "unholy
trinity" - the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh. He
said that they work against everything God tells us in the
Bible. It does seem like everywhere I turn the world is
saying "image us everything." Then my sinful flesh
chimes in, "Yeah, and my image stinks!" Well, you
"unholy
trinity," I'm not going to listen anymore. My grandpa had
another favorite saying: "God nevermakes junk/"
Prayer: Dear God, please forgive me for those times
when I believe the lies ofthe "unholy trinity." Remind
me that You have made me in Your image and have
placed Your Spirit in me to give me strength and courage.
Help my life to be a reflection of Your image, not the
world's. Amen

RJ Dozal is the proud owner of his first
truck. Way to go RJ!

"Let me fall into the
hand of the LORD, for his

mercy is very great.....
I Chronicles 2/:/3
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