Divine Savior
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405 Ingram Road
Devine, Texas 78016
Every Sunday
9:00 A.M. Sunday
School &
Adult Bible Class
10:00 A.M. Fellowship
10:30 A.M. Divine
Worship
Service

Phone Numbers:
Office 830-663-3735
Home 830-665-9440
Cell 830-931-5099
E-Mail
divinesavior@sbcglobal.net

Pastor:
Odis Doyal

"TRUE FREEDOM"
When the month of July comes around the first thing we usually think about is
"Independence Day" which of course falls on the Fourth of July. This is a Federal
holiday which observes the independence ofthe Unites States of America from Great
Britain. The celebration often involves fireworks, barbeque, and family gatherings.
The Declaration ofIndependence was approved on July 4, 1776. It officially set us
free from the oppression of Great Britain. This set in motion a series of events
wherein we wound up with a Constitution and a Bill of Rights. Of particular interest
to each of us should be the First Amendment to the Constitution which gives us
freedom of speech and freedom of religion.
Some in our society today are complaining about government being too big;
burdensome taxes; violations of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Others
disagree with this assessment. I am reminded of the fact that when Jesus was carrying
out His ministry here on earth, Israel was under the governance of the Romans, who
were known to be a very oppressive government. Jesus never suggested the overthrow
of the Roman government although that is what many were expecting upon the arrival
of the Messiah.
Jesus came for a more important reason than to reform the Roman government.
He came to bring "true freedom" to all of mankind. The Word of God assures us of
this freedom. For example:
* "Through him (Jesus) everyone who believes is setfreefrom every sin, ajustification
you were not able to obtain under the law of Moses" (Acts 13:39)
* "Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free
from the law of sin and death." (Romans 8:2)
* "Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there isfreedom.
(2Corinthians 3: 17)
*"So if the Son sets you free, you will befree indeed." (John 8:36)
This freedom from sin and death that Jesus made possible for all who believe
in Him cannot be taken away from you no matter what political party is in power and
no matter what action the congress may take. Be grateful for the freedoms that we
have in our nation; but be assured that we have a freedom that can never be taken; "If
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. "
Odis Doyal, Pastor

We enjoyed a
great Pot-Luck in
May. Jim and
Susan Kaiser
were our guests.
They gave a great
program on their
Bible Translator
Mission which
we support with
our out-reach
ministry. Watch
for articles in the
future giving
reports on how
things are going
with them .

••••••••••
:
•

••

ICE CREAM SOCIAL
JULY 19TH
6:30 P.M.
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AUGUST 12th
Camp Verde General Store
& Restaurant
285 Camp Verde Road East
Camp Verde, Texas 78010
830-634-2485
The Ladies Luncheon will be held in
Camp Verde. We will need to be
there by 11:00 a.m.. If you are
interested please contact LaNell
Felps or Carol Doyal. See you
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Glenda Allen and her new
daughter-in-law, Monica, at her
wedding shower. Below is
Monica and her husband, Travis,
at their wedding in Hawaii.
Beautiful!

Ricky Dozal celebrated his 15th birthday with Mom,
Blasa, and brother, Jo Jo, looking on a Pastor Doyal
delivers a blessing on the celebration.
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The Joy of Everyday Life
By Pastor Matthew Harrison

The word for "church" in the New Testament is ecclesia. It means, literally, "called out." Christians
are "called out: by Christ---out of and away from sin, death and the devil. But this does not mean that we are
called away from living real lives, or as Luther put it, should "live in a comer." To be sure, Jesus from time to
time retreated to "rest for a while" (Mark 6:31) with His apostles, but He quickly returned to the fray, to His
sacred vocation of accomplishing our salvation. Our souls find their "rest" in Christ( Matt. 11:29), but this
very spiritual peace and joy in Christ drives us back into life with both feet. Ifpeace isjoy at rest, then happily meddling in the affairs of folks around us who need us isjoy in action ..
The secret to living a good news life in a bad news world is coming to the deep conviction that the high
callings of God, the vocations that He regards as great and marvelous, are those in which we serve folks right
under our nose. "There is (according to Martin Luther) nothing more delightful and lovable on earth than
one's neighbor. Love does not think about works, it finds joy in people" (GustafWingren, Luther on Vocation
(Muhlenberg, 1957), 43. The gravitational pull of Christ draws us to Himself for grace and mercy and peace
and joy, and then hurls us into the world around us. For the great majority of us, that does not mean being
called to serve as a missionary in Africa, or even as a pastor or deaconess or parochial school teacher.
It mans that we are driven-freely compelled ("The love of Christ compels us"; 2 Cor. 5: 14-to serve
our spouse in love; to care for our children; to help our next door neighbor; to help the poor, hurting and suffering in our church; to love our grandparents; and to serve our community. And no matter what or where our
calling, we are placed in a context to serve those right around us. "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of
the least of these my brothers, you did it to me" (Matt. 25:40). That goes as much for changing diapers as it
does for slogging to make a buck to put food on the table and pay the bills. "For whatever does not proceed
from faith is sin" (Rom. 14:23). But it is also true that whatever we do in faith is delightful and pleasing to
God. We can do it with full confidence that, in Christ, all our sins are covered and our vocations as father,
mother, son, daughter, clerk, farmer, technician, teacher, fireman or nurse are vocations in which the Lord delights with joy.
For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is wiser than men. For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so no
human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to
us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that as it is written, "Let the one
who boasts, boast in the Lord," (lCor. 1:25-31)
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Keep our government, troops and country in your
prayers as you celebrate the fourth of July with family
and friends.

