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July 4th is the day we celebrate Independence Day. We celebrate on that particular
day, because it is the anniversary of the publication of the Declaration of Independence from
Great Britain in 1776. A new nation was underway. By September 17, 1787, the constitution
was adapted. In order to get the States to ratify the Constitution there had to be some
guarantee of freedom included. This resulted in the first ten amendments known as "The Bill
of Rights" being added to the Constitution. These rights included freedom of speech, freedom
of religion, freedom to bear arms, freedom from unreasonable search and seizure and so on.
These freedoms from government oppression have always been a part of our life in America.
We should be very proud and pleased with these freedoms. We must keep in mind that this
freedom is temporary; that is to say, there are always those who are continually trying to chip
away at these freedoms by ignoring the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. Who knows
someday someone may be successful in overturning all these rights that we take for granted.
These freedoms that we enjoy are very fragile. If that does not happen we know that when
this world comes to an end, the freedoms that were ensured by the Constitution will no longer
be in effect. Either way we can "be sure that this freedom is temporary. None the less,
celebrate and be proud of the freedoms that we have enjoyed for so many years in this
country. Many have given their lives that we might enjoy this freedom.
There is a freedom that has no end, a freedom that no one can take from you. Weare
told in John 8:36, "so if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed" This freedom that is
spoken of in the Gospel of John, is not temporary. It is speaking here of being set free by the
sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross and His Kingdom will have no end. Romans 8: 1-2 goes
on to tell us, "Therefore there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin
and death. " We have been set free from sin and death because ofthe blood of Christ which
was shed on the cross. This freedom is everlasting; it is complete and needs no further help.
For this reason Jesus said with His dying breath, "It is finished", meaning that what needs to
be done for the salvation of mankind has been done.
We are given assurance that this freedom cannot be taken from us. Jesus speaks of
those who belong to Him in John chapter 10, "1 give them eternal life, and they shall
never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand"
On July 4th it is certainly appropriate that we celebrate the freedom that has been
given us by our Constitution, but dare not forget the everlasting freedom that was earned for
us by the blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Odis Doyal, Pastor
Divine Savior Lutheran Church.

Rosalie Stricker, Rhonda Brown, Joyce Haass,
Juanita Renshaw, Ernestine Londenberg and LaNell
Felps enjoyed the Ladies Luncheon and field trip to
Brady's Blooming Barn. They are looking forward to
revisiting when the weather is cooler.
July 10th the ladies will be traveling to Hondo. They
plan to tryout the new restaurant, Katie's. If you have
any questions contact Nell Schmidt at 830-665-2928.

The choir did a wonderful job providing music for
Father's Day. Thanks to everyone, especially, Judi and
Claudia for all you do.
Ricky and RJ Dozal handed out
homemade cookies to the fathers on
Father's Day. Father's Day was not a
day to think about diet.

Monica Atkinson's grandfather, Pastor Reich, Andy Martin and
Mr. Bill are looking forward to trying their cookies. The guys
were glad to get cookies instead of flowers like the ladies on
Mother's Day.

Laughing Matters

Shall we gather at the river?
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A minister was completing a temperance
sermon. With great emphasis he said, "If I had all the
beer in the world, I'd take it and pour it into the river."
With even greater emphasis he said, "And if I
had all the wine in the world, I'd take it and pour it into
the river!"
And then finally, shaking his fist in the air, he
said, "And if! had all the whiskey in the world, I'd take
it and pour it into the river."
Sermon complete, he sat down ...
The song leader stood very cautiously and announced with a smile, nearly laughing.
"For our closing song, let us sing Hymn #365,
"Shall We Gather at the River!"

Congratulations to Louis & Lynda Dicke. Lexie
Dean's team won their division at the Lutheran
Middle School State Tournament. Lexie is their
granddaughter, who attends school at Concordia
Lutheran School.
Stay cool and enjoy
your summer with
family and friends.

DON'T FORGET
that you will be
missed by your church
family if you aren't
there on Sunday.
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WAYS TO AVOID OVEREATING
Eat from smaller plates and bowls and use smaller
utensils.
Keep serving dishes off the table during meals so that
seconds are out of sight.
Put food in a bowl or on a plate instead of eating it
directly from the package.
Store foods that tempt you in hard-to-reach places such
as on the top shelf.
Place healthful foods in front of the refrigerator and less
healthful foods behind them.
Get rid ofthe cookie jar and put out a bowl of fruit.
If you're at a buffet, put no more than two different
foods on your plate at once. A greater variety of options
tends to make us eat more.

Take time to remember our military, fire fighters, law
enforcement and others that make our country a great and
safe place to live. Celebrate the Fourth of July and your
freedom.

Monica was asked for her recipe for
Soppilla Cheesecake. Thanks for sharing it
with us.

OLD IRON TRAIL RIDE 2012

Soppilla Cheesecake
2 cans crescent rolls
2 8 oz. squares cream cheese
1 3/4 c. sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 stick butter
Spray a 9-1/2 X 12" pan. Spread 1 can of
crescent rolls in bottom. Mix cream cheese,
1 c. sugar & vanilla till creamy. Spread
cream cheese mix over crescent rolls in pan.
Put the remaining rolls on top. Melt the
butter and add 3/4 c sugar & cinnamon to
butter. Spread mixture on top. Cook for 30
minutes at 350 degrees.

The 2012 Old Iron Trail Ride was a huge success. We had a
reat turn out as you can tell from the picture above. Below you
an see that we have all kinds of vehicles. Rhonda and Malcolm
Brown said they had a real good time and saw parts of the
county that they had never seen before. Due to everyone's
generosity $20,600.00 dollars was raised to make four wishes.

Let cool & refrigerate.

Don't forget to check out the Savings and
other investments available at the Church
Extension Fund. Their rates are usually
better than the rates offered by banks.
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Thank You!!
Next year we will drive around Hondo and hope we
have as much success. The people around here are
very generous with their time and money. Without
all of you this could not have happened so again
you have our heart felt thanks.

4th
Independence Day

