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Odis Doyal

October 14,2012 is Stewardship Sunday. On that day you will be given a
bookmark that has on it eight principles of stewardship. I would like to deal with
the first two principles in this article, along with some other issues. Once we have
these first two principles ingrained in us; the rest seem to fall into place.
Principle #1: God's Stewards are God's stewards. This means that God's stewards
are stewards by virtue of creation and recreation in Holy Baptism; therefore, they
belong to the Lord. Paul writes about the Christians in Macedonia in 2 Corinthians
chapter 8; "They urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service
to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to
the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will." They gave" themselves" first
to the Lord. This is essential to having a proper perspective concerning giving.
Principle #2: God's stewards are managers, not owners. This means that God's
stewards have been entrusted with life and life's resources and given the privilege of
responsibly and joyfully managing them for Him. When we begin to look at
ourselves as stewards and not owners our perspective begins to change. It all
belongs to God, not just one tenth of it. It all belongs to God and we have been
entrusted to manage His resources.
In 1 Corinthians chapter 12 Paul describes for us a list of Spiritual gifts;
"Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is givenfor the common good. To
one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message
of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another
prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different
kind so tongues, and still another the interpretation of tongues." If you do not know
what your Spiritual gift may be, I would encourage you to find out and use that gift
for the building up of the body of Christ. This is a part of stewardship.
There is a joy to giving of your time, using your Spiritual gifts, and giving
back some of the resources that God has allowed us to manage. Paul gives us a
proper perspective in 2 Corinthians 9:7-8, "Each man should give what he has
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all
things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. "
Odis Doyal, Pastor

Violating
Principles

by TIMOTHY S. GOEGLEIN

hen dramatic June ruling on national health care was handed down from the United States Supreme Court in a 5-4
decision upholding its mandate that all Americans purchase health care or face massive fines-a kind of measured
gloom settled in for American Lutheran Christians.
That's because the legislation allows the federal gevernment to define not only what a church is but also what a
church is free to do, or not to do, in significant ways. This is the part of the bill-the Health and Human Services (HHS)
mandate-which The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod had been actively opposing.
The HHS mandate directs many religious groups and institutions to offer their employees coverage for contraception, abortion drugs and to cover the cost of abortions through state-based health care exchanges. This is a direct
violation of our religious liberties and our rights of conscience guaranteed in the United States Constitution.
The largest historical question for Missouri Synod Lutherans is singular: Does the federal government have the
power-contra our founding fathers-to impose a heavy fine or tax on those religious groups who refuse to provide for their
employees services that violate their moral and religious principles?
There are numerous pending lawsuits nationwide to prevent the HHS mandate from going into effect. Those cases
may turn on whether the HHS mandate violates the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, a law that prevents any rule
imposing a burden on constitutionally-protected religious freedom.
Because the HHS mandate both infringes on our rights of conscience and falsely defines our charity as Christians as
limited only to work within our own church walls, there are reasons for hope that the mandate will be overturned.
As LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison said so powerfully in his congressional testimony: "Religious people determine what violates their consciences, not the federal government." That is precisely the view that will be tested in several courtrooms.
If the HHS mandate is not overturned, our children and grandchildren will have objectively less religious freedom
than their parents and grandparents did. The stakes could not be higher, deeper or wider for Lutheran Christians
privileged to live in our great country.
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Christianity In America - Glen Felps

During the past several months there has been much discussion as to whether the United States of America is a
Christian nation or not. The thinking today, by many, is that it is not, and that the Founding Fathers never intended for
it to be. The same people even go so far as to claim that most of the Founding Fathers were not Christians themselves.
It is now claimed that many were deist or atheist.
F or the next few months, I would like to present some quotes of our Founding Fathers. These were printed in the July
4, 2012 edition of the San Antonio Express News.
"I've lived, sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth: That God governs in
the affairs of men. If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise
without his aid? We've been assured in the sacred writings that unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain
who build it. I firmly believe this, and I also believe that without His concurring aid, we shall succeed in this political
building no better than the builders of Babel."

Benjamin Franklin: Signer of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution

!!!!

BE INFORMED

You are invited to come and hear DR. EDWARD ELMER,
Board Certified Orthopedic Surgeon of Pleasanton discuss the
"Affordable Health Care Act" (aka Obama-care)
Where:
When:
Time:

Best Western Plus Hotel 19876IH 35 N Lytle, Texas
October 17,2012
5:30 pm

Dr. Elmer will address the history of the Health Care plan and specifics about the
Plan for awareness and clarification.
It is free and the public is invited and encouraged to attend this most informative
and important meeting.
Contact person: La Nell Felps 830-772-4693
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We have two more voters meetings for this year. The October
14th meeting will be a regular quarterly meeting. On November 11th
we will adopt a budget and new church council officers for next year,
2013.
The offices that have terms expiring December 31,2012 are
each for 2 yr. terms except Elder which is 3 years.:
President
Financial Secretary
Trustee
Fellowship
Stewardship
CEF
Evangelism
Education
Elder
If you can give of your time or talents in any way please let Pastor
Doyal, Glen Felps or and Elder know that you are interested.

Other things I could do only if I wanted to.
I could playa guitar, but I'd need instruction
and then practice, practice, practice.
I can do whatever God tells me to do.
Jesus tells me to be His witness.
He wouldn't tell me to do the impossible.
He didn't call me to be
a secret service saint!

OCTOBER
Exercise daily-run

from the

devil and walk with the Lord!
Because He chose me to be His own,
I have peace and joy in my heart.
I know if I'd die tonight,
I would be with Jesus forever!
He wants me to share this blessing with others.
Some of my friends and neighbors
need to know Jesus is the way to heaven.
I could tell them what He means to me
if! really wanted to.
I just need more courage, some instruction,
and then practice, practice, practice.
Copied from Lutheran Woman's Quarterly Spring 2012 pg.3

Be sure to share your talents as Jesus would do and want
you to do. If you are asked to be a Council Officer,
PLEASE consider it.

When you read this, you will Never think of
thunderstorms the same way again and it will
definitely make you smile!
A Child's View of Thunderstorms
A little girl walked to and from school
daily. Though the weather one morning was
questionable and clouds were forming, she made
her daily trek to school.
As the afternoon
progressed, the winds whipped up, along with
lightning.
The mother of the little girl felt concerned
that her daughter might be frightened as she
walked home from school. She also feared the
electrical storm might harm her child. So full of
concern, the mother got into her car and quickly
drove along the route to' her child's school. As
she did, she saw her little one walking along.
At each flash of lightning, the child would
stop, look up, and smile. More lightning followed
quickly and with each strike, the little girl would
look at the streak of light and smile. When the
mother drove up beside the child, she lowered the
window and called out, "What are you doing?"
The child answered, "I am trying to look
pretty because God keeps taking my picture.
May God bless you today and every day
as you face the storms that come your way.

