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Human beings are not known for being very patient. n fact this trait may be
getting worse because of all of the technology that we enjoy ow days. We have
microwave ovens that cook your food in seconds or minutes i stead of hours; we
have computers that we use to email our friends and family i stead of using "snail
mail" as the Postal Service is sometimes called. We expect i stant results, and we
have little if any patience for "waiting."
Consider the case of those who lived in the Old Test
were promises of a Savior, a Christ or Messiah, an anointed 0 e who would come.
His birth was prophesied by the Prophet Isaiah and others. I Isaiah 7: 14 we find the
following prophecy; "Therefore the Lord himself will give yo a sign: The virgin will
be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 1 manuel (Immanuel
means God with us). These words were spoken some seven
dred years before the
birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Consider the Prop ecy of Jeremiah as it is
recorded in Jeremiah 23:5-6; "The Days are coming declares the Lord when I will
raise up to David a
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what just and right in the
land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in s tfety. This is the name
by which he will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness. " Je emiah prophesied these
words
approximately 600 yrs. before the birth of Christ Jesus. How many after six or seven
hundred years had passed still believed that the Messiah wou come? Malachi is a
book of prophecy, and is the last book in the Old Testament.
atthew is the first
book of the New Testament. There is a period of about 400 s. between Malachi
and
Matthew. It was a very silent 400yrs. There were no Prophe ies, no appearances of
angels, no messages sent by dreams or visions. How many n w believe that the
Messiah is still on the way? Do you suppose many have gro
weary of waiting?
The Gospel of Luke describes for us how things beg to happen after so
many years. An angel appeared to Zechariah, the father of Jo the Baptist and
announced the birth of John. An Angel then appeared to Mar (a virgin) and
announced that she would be with child, and that she should ame the child Jesus.
This was the promised Messiah or Christ that was to come in 0 the world to deliver
mankind from sin and death. It is the birth of this child that e will be celebrating
this month. No wonder Christmas is of such importance to al who believe in Christ
Jesus. Some things are worth the wait!

Odis Do al, Pastor
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Don't miss the Soup Supper and Christmas Can ata to kick
off the Advent season on December 3rd starting at 6:3 .m. and 7:30 p.m ..
The choir from the Mount Olive Lutheran Church in S n Antonio will be
presenting the Cantata. They do a great job so don't mi ss this beautiful
servi ce.
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Lynda Dicke will be hosting
the Ladies Luncheon on
December 13th in her home
in Knippa at 11:30 a.m .. All
the ladies of the church are
invited to join us for great
food as Lynda is a good
cook.
Please sign up with Lynda
by December 10th so she
can plan accordingly.
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December 10th and 17th we will be having aSp
p.m. and Worship service at 7:30 p.m ..

Supper at 6:30
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If you have neve attended the annual White
Christmas Party you have
Elephant/Pot-Lu
missed a lot of
. Come on December 14th
at 6:30p.m.; you on't be disappointed.

oir will be presenting a
as program on Sunday,
6:30 p.m ..
job so be sure to join

There will be a children's Christmas tree in the san tuary
With ornaments to take off the tree; so be
sure to get one or more early to help make Christ as
more joyous for a child. We need to have your wr pped---Cii---gift back before Sunday, December 21st with the 0 ament with the child's
name on top so we can deliver them before Christ as. If you have any
questions contact Pastor Doyal or Nell Schmidt.
Thanks
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Children's Christmas Tre

There will be a candlelight
service on December 24th at 6:00
p.m .. Hope you can make it. You
will be blessed.
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Invite a friend or neighbor to join us in the g
fellowship at this special time of year.

The children & C
Children's Christ
December 21st. at
They do a fantasti
us.
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The DYL youth group along with
their sponsors and some of the parents had a
great time building a float for the Fall Festival
Parade in Devine.
Pastor Doyal pulled the float in the
parade with his tractor.
The float got a first place plaque in
the church division. CONGRATULATIONS
guys.
Thanks to everyone who helped
make this happen. If you would like to join in
the fun I'm sure they would love to have you
join them next year. (That invitation is open
to all ages not just the youth.)
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# make a difference!
By Randy Wurschmidt

LW March 2014

I often hear people - especially young people - say something like, "I want to make a differe ce in the world." The
implication is that some jobs are more meaningful than others. Curing cancer, working with the disadv ntaged here or abroad,
spreading the Gospel: These are somehow "better" things to do with your life than working in a cubic I ,stocking shelves at
Wal-Mart or cleaning hotel rooms. How do you make a difference? Do you do something spectacular r obviously selfless in
order to impact the world around you?
Perhaps some jobs are more meaningful, either to you or even to the world. Some jobs may s it your talents and skills
better than others. Some things you do may impact more people than others. Some jobs are undoubte y more fun than many.
But before God, it really doesn't matter what you do, as long as it is not inherently harmful to your nei hbor. Before God, you can
make tents or answer phones. Whatever. What actually matters is your faith. More specifically, what aters is the
object of your faith.
If you put your faith, love and trust in what you do, you are no different than millions of unbelievers who do the same.
You might as well do something that makes you lots of money, because your god is what you do, and i will not save you. The
god of your feel-good vocation will not forgive you your sins or bring you to heaven.
Luther faced this issue in the Middle Ages, the belief that some work would get you closer to eaven than other more
ordinary jobs, especially church work. This way of thinking led to the rise of monastic life and withdr
al from the world. It also
led to abuses whereby laypeople thought they could receive merit from the so-called professionals who e job it was to pray and
attend Mass every day. This makes for lazy Christians and puffed-up clergy.
But your merit does not come from others prayers. Instead, your merit comes entirely from C ist crucified. Your
righteousness comes from being clothed in Jesus' righteousness in Holy Baptism. Your forgiveness co es from Jesus bearing
your sins and suffering God's wrath for your rebellion. Your eternal life comes from your adoption by grace by the Father in
heaven, who calls you to be His own child and will raise you on the Last Day on account of Christ.
If the object of your faith is you and the work that you feel brings meaning, then do somethin you like. But if the object
of your faith is Christ crucified, then it really doesn't matter what you do for a living. In Christ, your otivation is love for the
neighbor, rather than self-glory, self-righteousness of self-satisfaction.
Love is what makes any vocation worthwhile. And you can love your neighbor as a garbage ollector or as a
Nobel-winning scientist. You can love your neighbor as a stay-at-home mom or as a firefighter. Thes are all choices we are free
to make, and when done in faith and trusting in our Lord's promises, we are serving God, serving our c mmunity and serving our
neighbor.
But then, maybe you are called work in Church. It doesn't score you points with God, but it i satisfying work to bring
the Gospel to others, to teach the Scriptures, lead the music, visit the sick and the needy, comfort the ieving. And if this is what
you think God is calling you to do, it is worth exploring.
Whatever you do, don't agonize about it. Just do what you do in faith - with love toward you neighbor, not for your
glory, but for the glory of God.

Engaging Quotes - Life Les
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Hanging your clothes out to dry doesn't cost a cent!

•

"We" is a more powerful word than "1".

•

The important things in life are not things.

•

At 20,1 thought 1 knew everything; at 70,1 am not so sure.

•

Optimism goes a long way toward improving health.

•

When the right words are hard to find, Ask God for help.

•

Each day is a day God gives us, Make good use of it.
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