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OF THE CELBERATION"

Our first Advent service this year will be on Wednesday December 5, and
we are in for a special treat and a special Advent service. The Choir from
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church in San Antonio will be here to do a Christmas
Cantata. Make plans to attend.
The word "Advent" means coming or arrival. It is the season of the
Church year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus in His First Advent, and
the anticipation of the return of Christ in His Second Advent. The First
coming of our Lord and Savior is more than just an historical event. It is an
event that changed the course of history for all mankind.
It is the
celebration of the revelation of God in Christ whereby all creation is
reconciled to God. In Luke chapter 1, the Angel Gabriel appears to Mary
and gives her a message, "You will be with child and give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus." Matthew chapter 1 tells us that
He is given this name because, "He will save his people from their sins. "
Advent is a time of anticipation, expectation, preparation, and hope.
Each year during Advent you see an Advent wreath hanging near the side of
the altar. This wreath is a symbol of meaning. The circle of the wreath
reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless mercy, which has no
beginning or end. The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have
in God, the hope of newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize
the light of God coming into the world through the birth of His Son. In the
Advent season we are preparing ourselves for the big celebration of His
first Advent (Jesus' birth in Bethlehem), and the anticipation of the
celebration of His Second Advent when He returns.
The schedule of Mid-week Advent services is as follows:
Wed. Dec. 05
Soup Supper 6:30PM
Advent Service 7:30PM
The Choir from Mount Olive will be here to do a Christmas Cantata.
Wed. Dec. 12
Advent Service 7:30PM
Wed. Dec. 19
Advent Service 7:30PM
Mon. Dec. 24
Christmas Eve Service 6:00PM
Please come and join us as we anticipate the celebration.
Odis Doyal, Pastor
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Everyone enjoyed the fellowship after the Service on Reformation Sunday.

Voters' Meeti g

Voters adopted the
budget and elected new
officers for next year. I
will try to have a list and
pictures next month.

DON'T MISS
We heard from Marj
Denton. She has settled
in her new home and
thanks everyone for
remembering her on her
91 st birthday. Her new
address is:
Marj orie Denton
% Janet Guin
777 Sycamore Spring
Circle Mountain Home,
Ak 72653
She would love to hear
how you are doing back
in Texas.
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DEC. 5th
7:30 P.M.

SERVICES
DEC. 12th & 19th
7:30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICE
6:00 P.M.
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What's the Trouble?
My trouble is my past. Try as we might, it is difficult to forget the past as well as forgive ourselves. We
carry around a load of guilt. We yearn for peace, and Holy Spirit whispers, He (Jesus) is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2 GNT).
My trouble is the present. Bills are due and money is short. We are alone and lonely. Our parents are aging. Unemployment is just around the comer. Our teenager is troubled. We cry aloud and the Spirit answers,
Goodpeople suffer many troubles, but the Lord saves themfrom them all (Psalm 34:19 GNT).
My trouble is the future. We don't even have peace at night because we're worrying about what may happen. The Holy Spirit gently echoes the words of Jesus, "Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid" (John 14:27).
Heavenly Father, forgive me for those times that I allow myself to be all tied up in knots for worrying. I know
that Your Holy Spirit can bring me peace. Grant me that in Jesus' name.
Amen
I thought we could all use this at this time of the year when we can get overwhelmed with all the activities of
the Christmas season.

Feeling a bit insecure about what God had for him to do, a young preacher was asking the older preacher for
some advice.
The older preacher walked up to a rosebush and handed the young preacher a rosebud and told him to open it
without tearing off any petals.
The young preacher looked in disbelief at the older preacher and was trying to figure out what a rosebud could
possibly have to do with his wanting to know the will of God for his life and ministry.
But because of his great respect for the older preacher, he proceeded to try to unfold the rose, while keeping
every petal intact.
It wasn't long before he realized how impossible this was to do.
Noticing the younger preacher's inability to unfold the rosebud without tearing it, the older preacher began to
recite the following poem ...
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"It is only a tiny rosebud,
A flower of God's design;
But I cannot unfold the petals
With these clumsy hands of mine."
"The secret of unfolding flowers
Is not known to such as I.
God opens this flower so easily,
But in my hands they die."
"If I cannot unfold a rosebud,
This flower of God's design,

Then how can I have the wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?"
··So I'll trust in God for leading
Each moment of my day.
I will look to God for guidance
In each step of the way."
"The path that lies before me,
Only my Lord knows.
I'll trust God to unfold the rose."

Please share this poem with
A friend if you enjoyed
being reminded to let go and
let God unfold your life.

Tony Haass and his son Ryan (Douglas
& Joyce Haass' son and grandson)
drove Ryan's restored
tractors in the Devine Fall Festival
Parade. Ryan won the National FFA
Tractor Restoration in 2011 and 2012.
They are very proud of Ryan for h;i:.:::.s
accomplishments. He is
presently a Freshman at
Tarleton. Douglas & Joyce
along with Dennis Haass also
participated in the parade for the
Old Iron Trail Ride which raises
money for Make-A- Wish.
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The candle light service
will be presented by the
children at 6:00 p.m. on
Christmas Eve. Hope to
see you and your families
there.
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Join us for the Christmas Party at 6:30
p.m. on Saturday, December 8th. We
always have plenty of good food and
fellowship.
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An elderly Florida lady did her shopping and, upon returning to her car found four
males in the act of leaving with her vehicle.
She dropped her shopping bags and drew her handgun, proceeding to scream, IIIhave a
gun, and I know how to use it! Get out of the car! II The four men didn't wait for a
second threat. They got out and ran like mad. The lady, somewhat shaken, then
proceeded to load her shopping bags into the back of the car and got into the driver's
seat. She was so shaken that she could not get her key into the ignition. She tried and
tried, and then she realized why. It was for the same reason she had wondered why
there were a football, a Frisbee and two 12-packs of beer in the front seat. A few minutes later she
found her own car parked four or five spaces farther down. She loaded her bags into the car and
drove to the police station to report her mistake. The sergeant to whom she told the story couldn't
stop laughing. He pointed to the other end of the counter, where four pale men were reporting a car
jacking by a mad, elderly woman described as white, less then five feet tall, glasses, curly white
hair, and carrying a large handgun. No charges were filed. Moral of the story? If you're going to
have a senior moment ..... make it a memorable one!

