WORSITD OPPORTUNITIES
Our Lenten and Easter observances in April afford us additional opportunities to gather together in the Lord's House to receive His gifts, sing His praises, and be strengthened in our love towards one another. The Lord's Means of
Grace await you, and your fellow saints in Christ desire to see you here.

PALM/PASSION SUNDAY, April 9, 1o:Bo AM

We begin this day with joyous shouts of Hosanna and the waving of palm
branches, as we recall our Lord's entry into Jerusalem. Our focus then turns to
the Passion of our Lord throughout this Holy Week.
The Passion Reading from the Gospel of Matthewwill
be narrated with the help of several volunteers on this
joyous, yet meditative day.

MAUNDYTHURSDAY, April lB, 7:oo PM
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bare altar, awaiting Good Friday.

GOOD FRIDAY,

April 7-4,7zooPM

On this dark, this doleful night, the Lord of Life gave up His
life on the cross so that we sinners might be freed and live
with Him forever. We reflect upon our Lord's love for us in
this somber, but hope-filled service. We will then leave the
Sanctuarythis evening in darkness and silence.
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EASTER SUNDAY, April 16
On this Day of days, the joyous news of Christ's resurrection fills our
hearts and minds as we rejoice in the triumph of Christ that is also ours. Our
schedule for this holy day is as follows:

r,4
*a'o.,r,,,.,,
ig-,

,'z'/

7:r5 AM

8:oo AM
9:oo AM
ro:3o AM

Sunrise Service
Breakfast
Bible Study & Sunday School
Divine Service { Holy Communion

Don't forget to bring flowers to "flower the cross" during the ro:3o service this
day. There'll also be an Easter Egg Hunt for the younger children prior to the
Divine Service.
God's Blessings,

Pastor Wehmeyer

Highlights
Meetine of March 12th
Chairman: Jim Danner

requested an update on Old Business Items.

A gift of $5,000 was received

at the end

of

2016, andthe Council has approved usage of these funds to install a new sound system in the Sanctuary. All but
two of the old sound system microphones have stopped working, and the speakers are inadequate. The new system
will include at least one personal listening device for the hearing impaired. Margaret McCloskey has volunteered
to serve as the congregation's CEF representative.

Treasurer's Report: Margaret McCloskey reviewed the written report. Income over expenses at the end of February was -$4,029.87. (A brief financial statement is found elsewhere in this newsletter. Members may view a detailed financial report by contacting the Treasurer or the Church Office.)
Financial Secretary: Claudia Carberry reviewed the written report. The weekly average of offerings for February
was $1,954.70.

Elders: The Board continues to address absentee members. 20 additional hymnals, 7 Lutherun Study Bibles,

and 2

large print Lutheran Study Bibles were purchased from donations.

Trustees: Doug Carberry stated that a work day to clean up the grounds and building was being planned. A quality lawn-maintenance company is still being sought. A little under $7,000 was received in donations for appliances
and remodeling of the Kitchen and Fellowship Hall.
Evangelism: Doug Weir reviewed the written report. Information will

"CommZoom" for static
information about the congregation on the local channel. Plans are being made to broadcast the Divine Service live
on Facebook every Sunday. Newspaper ads in Hondo and Devine will be purchased in April advertising our congregation and Holy Week & Easter services.
be provided to

Stewardship: No report.
Human Care: No report.

Fellowship: Marla Cappella reviewed the written report. 42 people attended the Ash Wednesday Lent meal. An
Easter Egg Hunt will be held prior to the Divine Service on Resurrection Day.
Christian Education: No report.

Gift of Hope: Robert Cappella reviewed the written report. The event will be Saturday, Aprll22, with the meal
being served from ll-2. A meat slicer has been purchased for GofH and the congregation. The Golf Tournament
will be held at 1:00 PM.
Pastor: Pastor Wehmeyer reviewed his written report which included Family Care, Official Acts, and the latest
Church Statistics. Don't forget the addition of a Sunrise Service on Easter Sunday at 7:15 AM.

Thankssivinss and Gelebrations
"Let us come into His presence with a song of thanksgiving" (Psalm 95:2)

Surqeries and Healinqs
"For I am the Lord who heals you." (Exodus 15:26)

Bill Camp
Rev. Raymond Reich, hospitalized-grandfather of Monica Atkinson
Coral DeSart, following surgery on 3/13
Lynda Dicke, following procedure on 3121
Robert Medd
Scott Shugars, open heart surgery-nephew of Doris Medd
Sharon Stromske-following surgery
Carla Boehle
Gindy Langley-daughter of Clayborne & Carla Boehle
Mildred Kallio
Bill Napier
Hospice
"The Lord b/ess you and keep

you..." (Numbers 6:24)

Martha Pohlmeyer-sister of Dorothy Danner
Special Needs and Concerns
"Our God is compassionate." (Psalm 1 16:5)

Bill Camp, seeking employment
Deaths
"l know that my Redeemer lives" (Job 19.25a)

Family
Family
Family
Family

of Helen Larkin, requested by Glenda Allen
of Rev. Henry Biar-uncle of Nancy Martin
of Gordon Burklow, requested by La Nell Felps
of Elisa Pena, requested by Blasa Dozal & Santiago Carrillo,

Jr.

Cancer Patients and all their familv members
"l will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security." (Jeremiah 33:6b)
Carolyn Ritenhour-requested by Joyce Haass
Casey Bowler-friend of Robert Martin

THANM[S IVIRYTHINffi
Easter is a moveable feast; it isn't on the same calendar date every year in the way that Christmas is
always celebrated on December 25. The date for Easter each year always falls on the first Sunday after the
first full moon after the Spring equinox. And once you find the date of Easter, everything else finds its
place-Good Friday and Maundy Thursday, Ash Wednesday and the Transfiguration, the Ascension of our
Lord and Pentecost.
A11 this is a long way of saying that Easter determines everything and defines everything. It orders not
only the entire church year, but it orders orr very lives. It defines and gives meaning to our lives, as well to
the things that happen in them. And since Easter defines everl.thing, that means it changes everything too. It
redefines who we are and where we stand with God and with one another. Easter makes all things new.
Without Easter, Jesus would not be raised from the dead. Without Easter, death would still reign, we
would still be in our trespasses and sins, and our faith and hope would be in vain. But Jesus is raised from the
dead. Easter changes everything. It makes all things new. Therefore, darkness is overcome with light, wrath
with peace, fear with hope, angst with rest, sadness with joy, hatred with love, sin with righteousness, and
death with life. Easter changes everything, redefines everything, determines everything. Easter makes all
things new.
Thus, Easter also changes our attitude about giving. For if God gave us His own Son into death so that
we will live, how will He not give us everything else we need? He will, and He does. He provides for us. He
even gives us the gifts that we give back to Him for service in the church. Easter demonstrates that we have a
God who loves us, a God who provides for us, a God who presses us into His service, a God who has made us
new in the death and resurrection of His Son.
For when you give to the church, you pass along those things that God alone has given to you. You
pass along the message to others that Easter changes everything and makes all things new, even as it has done
this for you. This is not a burden, but pure joy. For God has given you a part in the administration of His
kingdom. He provides for the needy through your hands. He ensures that the Gospel is preached and the Sacraments are given out through the work of your hands and in the gifts that you give. And He honors and blesses this work and generosity as it returns to those around you.
So when you sit down on the first day of the week to make your offering to the place where Easter is
proclaimed and where the gifts of Easter are given out, remember: Easter changes everything. It makes all
things new. More than that: Easter has changed you and made you new, because Jesus who was crucified for
our transgressions is raised for our justification.
Board of Stewardship

fanuary-February 2017

Financial Statement as of

February 28,2017
!ncome:

Expenses:

$ 16,344.38
$ 20,374.25
$- 4,029.87
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