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Ironies of the Passion
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday (March r) with the Imposition of Ashes
and Holy Communion. Our theme for Lent this year is "Ironies of the Passion."
When we do something wrong, we often try to justify ourselves. What we
mean by 'Justify ourselves" is really "make excuses." That's ironic because justification is one of the most important words in the Bible. Under the Lenten
theme of "Ironies of the Passion," we're going to hear about irony in the Biblecircumstances or outcomes that are the opposite of what you would expect.

Our reflections for each We&resdryof Lent are the
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following:

This Man Went Home Justified

It Is Better That One Man Die for the People
Not During the Feast
He Had Been Wanting to See Jesus
We Have No King but Caesar
Don't You Fear God?

Luke r8:g-r4
John 11:45-53
Matthew z6:r-5
Luke z9:6-rz
John rg:rz-r6a
Luke 2S:Jg-45

Our schedule for the Wednesdays of Lent is as follows:

Junior Confirmation
Choir Practice
Soup Supper in the F. Hall

4:3o-5:30 PM
5:00-6:10 PM
6zoo-6245 PM
7:OO PM
Plan to spend these
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Lenten Vespers
days of Lent in the Lord's House.
God's Blessings,

Pastor
Wehmeyer
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Highlights
Meetine of Februarv Sth
Chairman: Jim Danner requested an update on the Remodeling. It is hoped that all will be completed by
Ash Wednesday, March 1. A volunteer is being sought to serve as a Church Extension Fund (CEF) Liaison. See
Chairman Jim Danner for more information.

Treasurer's Report: Margaret McCloskey reviewed the written report. Income over expenses at the end of
January was -$3,350.75. (A brief financial statement is found elsewhere in this newsletter. Members may view a
detailed financial report by contacting the Treasurer or the Church Office.)
Financial Secretary: Judi Jopling reviewed her written report. The weekly average of offerings for January
was $1,666 .21. Many donations had been received for additional hymnals.

Elders: Wednesday Lent services, as well as Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, willbe held at 7PM rather than 7:30 PM. A Sunrise Service will be held on Easter at 7:15 AM. New Members were scheduled to be received into our fellowship on February 19. Holy Communion will be celebrated on March 12rather than March 5.
Trustees: The electronic keyboard was scheduled to be repaired on February 6. Information is being gathered for a sound system in the Sanctuary.
Evangelism: No report.
Stewardship: No report.
Human Care: Ingatherings for the Devine Food Pantry are each second Sunday of the month.

Fellowship: Wednesday Lent meals will be held from 6:00-6:45 PM. Easter Breakfast will be served at 8:00
AM. An Easter Egg Hunt will be held following the Divine Service on Resurrection Day.
Christian Education: No report.

Gift of Hope: Creation of a GofH website is in the works, which will include the ability for golf tournament
players to sign up online. Tax contributions to GofF{ were distributed in January. An entertainer for family activities and fun has agreed to perform at the April 22 Goffl.

Pastor: Pastor Wehmeyer reviewed his written report which included Family Care, Ofticial Acts, and the
latest Church Statistics. If you have any interest in leading or assisting with production of a picture directory, see
any member of the Church Council.

HYNINALS
Thanks to all who donated gifts for purchasirrg additional hyrnnals. Check out the
[rack of the March calendar lbr the list of hyrnnals given in menrory or in honor o{'
soIIreone.

Thanksqivinss and Celebrations
"Let

Lts

come into His presence with a song of thanksgiving" (Psalm 95:2)

Surqeries and Healinqs
"For I am the Lord who heals you." (Exodus 15:26)
Sharon Stromske-upcoming surgery on 3/3
Joe Lara-requested by Jo Carol Guerra
Linda Pilgrim-requested by Linda White
Margaret White-mother of Linda White
Juan Fonseca-requested by Linda White
William Williamson, in need of a heart transplant-brother of Ellen Cumpian
Orlando Silva-requested by Linda White
Golton Atkinson, following surgery for ear tubes
Butch Schueling, following surgery-requested by Rosalie Stricker
Eileen Macleod, health issues-requested by Louanne Schuknecht
Coral DeSart
Carla Boehle
Cindy Langley-daughter of Clayborne & Carla Boehle
Mildred Kallio
Bi!! Napier
Hospice
"The Lord b/ess you and keep you..." (Numbers 6:24)

Mac Haass-requested by Joyce Haass
Martha Pohlmeyer-sister of Dorothy Danner

Special Needs and Goncerns
.Our God is compassionate." (Psalm 1 16:5)
Riser Family, moving to Oklahoma-requested by La Nell Felps
Bill Camp, seeking employment
Johnny & Louanne Schuknecht, continued blessings for business
Robert Martin
Agustus & Savannah
Deaths
"l know that my Redeemer lives" (Job 19.25a)

Family of Santos Carrillo-mother of Santiago Carrillo Jr.
Family of Beverly Campth-sister of Ethel Martin
Cancer Patients and all their familv members
"l will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security." (Jeremiah 33:6b)
Gai! Smith, undergoing radiation treatment-requested by Louanne Schuknecht
Linda Schultz, stage lV lymphoma-requested by Johnny Schuknecht
Lee Heinemann, tumors on lung and liver-grandmother of Andy Hentschke

Lent is a season of repentant joy. There is joy in repentance because in repentance, God, through His
turns
us away from our sins to believe in the forgiveness and new life He has accomplished for us in the
Word,
death and resurrection of His Son. For our God is our Father, and fathers discipline their children. He loves us
enough to point out when and where we have erred, so that we are not weighed down by false belief, despair,
and other great shame or vice.
Thus, we do well to listen to God's Word, His own teaching, about giving. St. Paul exhorts: "Anyone
who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor" (Gal 6:6). This means that
the local congregation is primary. In other words, everything else that we might give to during the year
are to be on top of what we give to our local congregation. For the local conlaudable and worthy charities
- us with the gifts of Christ's death and resurrection. The local congregation is
gregation is the place that serves
wtrere our spiritual needs are met when Christ's atonement is preached, when the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed, when we were baptized into the name of the Triune God, and when we partake of the body and blood
of the risen and living Lamb of God.
Giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it is
deliberate. We give it regularly, whenever we have income. We set it aside beforehand, before anlthing else_
is spent. From those firsi fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard-for the Israelites. Tithing was a command for them. St. Paul never mentions a tithe. Since a tithe was the
bare minimum for the people of Israel in the Old Testament, perhaps St. Paul had more in mind. That aside,
however, ten percent is arreasy way to figure out an amount. You simply move your weekly, bi-weekly, bi-_
monthly, monthly, or yearly income one decimal point to the left, and that's it. That's what you put in the offering plate to support your local congregation so that you may continue to be a hearer of God's word by sharing all good things with those who teach it to you.
- -And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with
love, not out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments,
God has made us Hii children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting
with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving ajoy. For it is
more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35).
In repentant joy, then, do we hear God's Word on giving, and we let that Word dwell in us richly. We
let that word^ wash orer our ears and seep into our hearts, to turn us away from our own selfish desires and
turned toward Him in faith and love. We love the Lord and His Word. And we desire to do it. And when we
have failed, that Word reproves and corrects, forgives and consoles. It calls us back to Him who is our God,
Board of Stewardship
our Savior, our Father.

Financial Statement as of
January 31, 2017
Income:

Expenses:

$ 7,170.18
$ 10,520.93
$- 3,350.75

January 2017
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Memorial & Honorarium Gifts
our ,#;y#;7r?)i1,, and Lutheran study Bibtes. Adhesive
with the designations below (isted in no particular order) will be placed in the
hymnals. Many also gave donations without any designations. To God be the glory!
rhant<s to

ail who contributedfor

book plates

In Memory of Richard L. Stromske, given by Sharon Stromske
In Memory of Dorothy M. Napier, glven by Bill Napier

ln Mernory & In Honor of wffiam & Norene Martin, given by Bill & Judi Jopling
In Memory & ln Honor of Gus & Mary Feltner, given by Mark Feltner
In Mernory of Eugene Douglas Davis, given by Linda Kreinhop
In Memory of Christine Woods Davis, given by Linda Kreinhop
In Mernory of Mavis Sibley Kreinhop, given by Linda Kreinhop
In Memory of W.H.

"Iloppy" Kreinhop, given by Linda Kreinhop

In Memory of Jessie Esch, given by Kenny & Glenda Allen
In Manory of Ernestine Londenberg, given by Kenny & Glenda Allen
In Monory of Pat Banks, given by Kenny & Glenda Allen
In Mernory of Margie Boenig, given by Kenny & Glenda Allen

ln Memory of Shirley Dennis, gtven by Kathie Young
ln Memory of Johnnie Mae Strickland, given by Nell Schmidt
In Honor & In Memory of Ralph & Corinne Grinde, given by George & Donna Autobee
In Manory of Raymond & Lois Fear, given by Ray & Chrissie Fear
In Mernory of Theodore & Margaret Kirsch, given by Ray & Chrissie Fear
In Honor of Ashley Danner, given by Jim & Dorothy Danner
In Honor of Martha Pohlmeyer, given by Jim & Dorothy Danner
In Thanksgiving for Their 50th Wedding Anniversary, given by Louis & Lynda Dicke

