
  

 

AS WE GATHER 

In Advent we prepare for the “advent,” or coming, of the Lord our Savior.  He first came in 

the flesh at Christmas, the fulfillment of all the prophecies of the Old Testament.  More than 

that, however, He also comes to us today in His Word and Sacraments.  Then, as at His first 

coming, we also gather now in patient anticipation of His final coming on the day of the 

resurrection of all flesh.  This year we are encouraged by the example of the patient waiting 

of three women in the Old Testament.  The first is Sarah, the wife of Abraham, our father in 

faith, and the mother of Isaac.  The second is the unnamed wife of Manoah and mother of 

Samson, the great “savior judge” and deliverer of God’s people.  Finally is Hannah, the wife 

of Elkanah and mother of Samuel.  All of these prepare us for Mary and the virgin birth of 

Jesus, the Son of God.  As each of these women had no prospect of bearing a child yet had 

the gift of faith that nothing is impossible with God, so the Scriptures enable us to exercise 

the patience of faith under whatever trials beset us.  This patience makes Advent a season of 

hope. 

 

+ENTER IN SILENCE+    +WAIT IN PRAYER+    +WORSHIP IN REVERENCE+   

 

PRELUDE 
 

OFFICE OF VESPERS  (Page 229-234) 
 

HYMN                           “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”                                  #350 
 

 

 

 ► 



  

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

(Please STAND) 

                    
VERSICLES                                                  Page 229 
 

Psalm 51:15 

     Psalm 70:1 

 
 



  

 

 

+ PSALMODY + 

PSALM                                                                                      Psalm 40:1-5 
 

P: I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 

C: He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the miry bog, and set my feet 

upon a rock, making my steps secure. 

P: He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.  Many will see and fear, 

and put their trust in the LORD. 

C: Blessed is the man who makes the LORD his trust, who does not turn to the 

proud, to those who go astray after a lie! 

P:    You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts 

toward us; none can compare with you!  I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are 

more than can be told. 
 C:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

         as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 

(Please be SEATED) 

 

OFFICE HYMN                     “For All the Faithful Women”                              #855 Δ 

 

1 For all the faithful women 

    Who served in days of old, 

To You shall thanks be given; 

    To all, their story told. 

They served with strength and gladness 

    In tasks Your wisdom gave. 

To You their lives bore witness, 

    Proclaimed Your pow’r to save. 

 

2    According to Your promise 

                     To Abraham of old 

                 You did not leave them hopeless 

                     Gave Isaac as foretold. 



  

 

                  With Sarah lift our spirits 

                       By Your assuring Word 

                  That faith not doubt within us 

           Give hope abundant, Lord. 

 

3 O God, for saints and servants, 

    Those named and those unknown 

In whom through all the ages 

    Your light of glory shone, 

We offer glad thanksgiving 

    And fervent prayer we raise 

That, faithful in Your service, 

    Our lives may sing Your praise. 

 

Δ 4 All praise to God the Father! 

    All praise to Christ the Son! 

All praise the Holy Spirit, 

    Who binds the Church in one! 

With saints who went before us, 

    With saints who witness still, 

We sing glad Alleluias 

    And strive to do Your will. 
 

© 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012085.  Stz. 2: Text: Allen Lunneberg. Copyright © 

2019 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

 

(Please be SEATED) 

 

+ READINGS + 
FIRST READING                                                                                                   Genesis 18:1-15  
 

1 And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in 

the heat of the day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing 

in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed 

himself to the earth 3 and said, “O Lord, if I have found favor in your sight, do not pass by 

your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under 

the tree, 5 while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that 

you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have 

said.” 6 And Abraham went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs of 

fine flour! Knead it, and make cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, 

tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who prepared it quickly. 8 Then he took curds 



  

 

and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. And he stood by them 

under the tree while they ate. 

9 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “She is in the 

tent.” 10 The LORD said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah 

your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind 

him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had 

ceased to be with Sarah. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, 

and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” 13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah 

laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for 

the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah 

shall have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He 

said, “No, but you did laugh.” 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                                                Genesis 21:1-7                                                       

1 The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had 

promised. 2 And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of 

which God had spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, 

whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. 4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 

days old, as God had commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son 

Isaac was born to him. 6 And Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who 

hears will laugh over me.” 7 And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah 

would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 

 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

THIRD READING                                                                               Hebrews 11:1-3, 8, 11-12 

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by 

it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By faith we understand that the universe 

was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things that are 

visible…8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going…11 By 

faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she 

considered him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as 

dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 



  

 

P: O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

ADVENT RESPONSORY                       Jeremiah 23:5a, 6                                                    Page 230                                 

 

 
 

 

SERMON                         “Is Anything Too Hard For The Lord?”       Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
 

+ CANTICLE + 
 

(Please STAND) 

 

ANTIPHON  

 
                                                                                                              Psalm 141:2 

 
 

MAGNIFICAT                             “My Soul Rejoices”                     



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

         (If you have a completed prayer card, please place it in the offering plate when you  leave.)      

Electronic giving is available via our website or the GivePlusChurch App for smartphones. 



  

 

+ PRAYER + 
 

KYRIE                                                                                                          Mark 10:47 
 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   Matthew 6:9-13 

C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

                                                      2 Timothy 4:22 

                                             
 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P:    Let us pray.  O God, by the spiritual fruit of patience, You enabled blessed Sarah of old  

 to hope in You even in the face of her doubts and fears.  So enable us in our days to  

 believe in Your promised deliverance, that we may rejoice at every blessing You send;  

 through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

C: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You 

have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins 

where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 

I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.   Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 



  

 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 

P: O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, 

give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 

the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS                                  [Psalm 103:1]                       Page 234 

                                                

 
 

BENEDICTION                                                                                    2 Corinthians 13:14 

 
 

(Please be SEATED) 

HYMN                           “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven”                   #877 Δ 

 

(Printed on the following page) 
 



  

 

 

  

 

 
 

Public domain 

 
SILENT PRAYER 
 
POSTLUDE    

 

+DEPART IN PEACE+ 
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