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Januurv - December 2016
The year 2016 was the 5l'tl26tn yea, (Grace Lutheran-1965/Divine Savior
Lutheran-lgg0) that the Lord Jesus Christ through His Holy Spirit gathered together a family of Lutherans in Devine. The Lord's joys gladdened and comforted the hearts of His people as we journeyed with Him through this passing world
toward the age that is to come. Here are the "numbers" from this past year of
blessings.

102

Total B aptized Membership

84

Total Confirmed Membership

65

Average Sunday Worship Attendance

7

No Record of Worship

13+

Average Guests/Visitors per Sunday

27

Average Sunday School Attendance
8 Children & Youth
19 Adults
Total Gains
I Baptism
0 Adults Confirmed
0 Youth Confirmed
4 Professions of Faith
6 Transfers In

11

8

Total Losses

1
6
0
0
I

Deaths
Transfers to Other LCMS

JoinedOther'ol-utheran"
Joined Non-Lutheran
Self-Exclusions

Total Mission Offerings
s17,464.12
(Mission Offerings for 2016 included donations to Lutheran Bible Translators, Cristo El Salvador Lutheran Mission in Del Rio, the Texas District of the LCMS, and Texas Partners in Mission of the Texas District
LCMS. This number does not include special door offerings or ingatherings.)
Rev. Randall Wehmeyer

In the l't year of this pastorate

Church Council

Highlights
Meetine of Januarv 9th
Chairman: Jim Danner requested an update on the Remodeling. Approximately $10,300 has been spent
and allocated for the remodeling. While it isn't going along as fast as we would like, the work is being done and

is

done well.

Treasurer's Report: Margaret McCloskey reviewed the written report. Income over expenses at the end of
December was +$14,685.68. Expenses for 2016 were higher compared to 2015, but income was also higher for
2016 compared to 2015. (A brief financial statement is found elsewhere in this newsletter. Members may view a
detailed financial report by contacting the Treasurer or the Church Office.)
Financial Secretary: Judi Jopling reported on the offerings for the month of December. The weekly average
of offerings for December was $9,940.53. It was noted that the old stove from the kitchen had been sold.

Elders: No report.
Trustees: Doug Carberry reported on maintenance items around the church facilities. Input is needed regarding a "boom

lift" for

cleaning and re-painting the steeple. Information is also needed regarding lawn maintenance companies (including trimming of shrubs and fertilizing) for the upcoming year. Please share your thoughts
in writing with Doug Carberry.

Evangelism: No report.

Stewardship: Louis Dicke reported that envelopes for 2017 have been distributed. If you would like a set of
offering envelopes and did not receive one, visit with Judi Jopling, Louis Dicke, or Robert Cappella.
Human Care: Sharon Stromske reported that a few gifts were given to some members during the Christmas
season.

Fellowship: La Nell Felps reported that approximately 25-30 people were served at the Advent meals. All had
a good time at the Congregational Christmas Party on December I

l.

Marla Cappella expressed her thanks to those

who helped clean up the Fellowship Hall on l17.

Christian Education: Claudia Carberry expressed her excitement with the children involved in the Christmas service, and the Council expressed their thanks to Claudia for her work with the children.

Gift of Hope: Robert Cappella reported that

he would be meeting

with Devine Ministerial Fellowship to

share information about Gift of Hope. It was noted that the Blood Mobile is already lined up to be here. For the
Golf Tournament this year, players will be able to sign-up online.

Pastor: Pastor Wehmeyer reviewed his written report which included Family Care, Official Acts, and the
latest Church Statistics. All were encouraged to be in Bible Class, including Wednesday evenings.

Thanksqivinqs and Celebrations
"Let us come into His presence with a song of thanksgiving" (Psalm 95:2)

Marriage of Amanda Baird, on 1|21-granddaughter of Doug & Frances Weir
Baptism of Hudsan Kennette Jopling, on 111S-daughter of Brandon & Kayla Jopling and granddaughter of Bill & Judi Jopling

Surqeries and Healinqs
"For I am the Lord who heals you." (Exodus 15:26)
Hope Pickens, daughter of Doug & Frances Weir
Ralph Grinde, heart surgery on 2|7-father of Donna Autobee
Viola Hall, following surgery on 1119-aunt of Glen Felps
Kevin Lee, in lCU-requested by Marla Cappella
Taylor Gallardo, critically ill teenager-requested by Marla Cappella
Martha Pohlmeyer, fo I ow i n g h os pital izati o n-sister of Dorothy Danner
Thomas Estes, in need of a kidney-requested by Doug Carberry
Mickey Jordan, following hospitalization-brother-in-law of Louanne Schuknecht
David Allen, bypass surgery 1/9-brother of Kenny Allen
Coral DeSart
Carla Boehle
Cindy Langley-daughter of Clayborne & Carla Boehle
Mildred Kallio
Bill Napier
I

Hospice
"The Lord b/ess you and keep you..." (Numbers 6:24)

Special Needs and Goncerns
"Our God is compassionate." (Psalm 1 16:5)

Agustus & Savannah
Gina Trevino, at birth of child-granddaughter of Doug & Frances Weir
Deaths
"l know that my Redeemer lives" (Job 19:25a)

Family of Madison & Tanner McGleary-requested by Margaret McCloskey
Family of Vanetta Paffeson-requested by Joyce Haass
Family of Jessie Esch
Cancer Patients and all their familv members
"l will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security." (Jeremiah 33:6b)
Raymond Ferreira, bone cancer-grandfather of Rosemary & Micah Ferreira
Kenny Allen, surgery on 219

MWW
We've likely heard that stewardship is giving to the church of our time, talents, and treasures. This alliterative trinity helps us see that giving is not just about money but about our whole lives. For God has given
us everything we have and enjoy, as we confess in the meaning to the First Article of the Apostles' Creed.
And what we confess first among those is that God gives us "our body and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our
members, our reason and all our senses." Only then do we confess that he gives us material things. Thus the
time, talents, and treasures trinity places before our eyes the fact that we are to give something of all of these
things toward the mission of the church in thanksgiving for what God has provided. For everything we have
and indeed everything we are comes from God's fatherly divine goodness and mercy.
The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we replace one little word with another little
word-when we replace the word ond with the word or. It is always written with the and,bnt when we read it,
we read it with the or. Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolled that everything that we have and are is a
gift from God and which is to be pressed into the service of God in His church, turns into a trinity that we can
pick and choose which of the trinity we use into the service of God. The giving of our time, talent s, ond treasures turns into the giving of our time, talents, or treasures.
We are called to give of all three. The things that God gives us are not to be pitted against one another.
They are given to us and we are to press them all into God's service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need. Thus, we give all three. We give our treasures in the form of a generous, first-fruits, proportion
of our income. We give of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ's holy church. We give of our talents in the same manner. Since God gave us all these things, we are called to give generously of all these
things in faith toward Him and in fervent love to our neighbors.
For God has provided all these things to us. Out of His fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, He gives
us each time, talents, AND treasures as a means to bless those around us. We have been bought with a pricewith the holy precious blood and innocent suffering and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. He gave everythingHis time, His talents, and His treasure,-to have us as His own and to live under Him in His kingdom and
serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. We have these things as gifts and blessings from God. Let us then press them all into service for the sake of His love-time, talents, and treasures
together.
Board of Stewardship

Financial Statement as of
December 31 ,2016
lncome:
Expenses:

$ 148,768.43

January-December 2015
102 Total Baptized

Membership
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$ 134,182.75
$+ 14,685.68

27

Average Sunday SchoolAttendance

I
l9

Children &Youth
Adults

