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It is appropriate that homes of Christians be blessed by the Word of God
and prayer. Homes maybe blessed when first occupied, after certain events, or
annually. Usually, the annual blessing is done during the season of Epiphany
due to the connection of the visitation of the Magi to the home of the Infant
Christ (Matthew z; John r). This year the Epiphany season lasts from January 6
through February 28.
Those present at the Blessing of a Home may include all family members,
well as friends and relatives. The head of the household should be encouraged to pray regularly with the family, read the Scriptures, and sing hl,rnns
throughout the year, especially in times of distress.
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If you would like your home to be blessed by the Word of God and prayer, especially during this Epiphany season, please contact me to set up a date
and time.
God's Blessings,

Pastor Wehmeger

Highlights
Meetins of December 4th
Chairman: Jim Danner requested an update on the Remodeling of the Fellowship Hall. Doug Carberry reported that tiling should be completed soon, and while the project is not moving along as fast as we would like, it is
being done and is of high quality.

Treasurer's Report: Margaret McCloskey reviewed the written report. Income over expenses at the end of
November was -$7,2 I 9. I 3. (A brief financial statement is found elsewhere in this newsletter. Members may view
a detailed financial report by contacting the Treasurer or the Church Office.)
Financial Secretary: Judi Jopling reviewed her written report. The weekly offering average for the month
of November was $1,776.25.

Elders: No December meeting of the Elders was scheduled. With a concern for young families and others,
the evening LENT midweek services will be held at 7:00 PM, with the meal being served from 6-6:45 PM.
Trustees: Doug Carberry reported that maintenance around the church continues.
Evangelism: No report.

Stewardship: Offering envelopes have been ordered and labels printed, with the intent to distribute them
later in December. If you do not have envelopes and would like to use them, contact Judi Jopling.
Human Care: We will resume collecting items for the Food Pantry on the second Sunday of each month.
While all donations are welcomed, we will make suggestions for items to bring each month.

Fellowship: All were reminded of the Advent meals as well

as the

Christmas Party on December I 1.

Christian Education: Finals preparations were being made for the Children's Christmas Service on December
18. It was a joy to see approximately 14 children for a recent children's serrnon.

Gift of Hope: Robert Cappella stated that applicants are needed for this year's Gift of Hope. Letters to donors will be sent in January, and regular meetings will resume after the first of the year.
Pastor: Pastor Wehmeyer reviewed his written report which included Family Care, Official Acts, and the
latest Church Statistics. New Year's Day service on Sunday, Janudry 1, will be held at 10:00 AM and there will be
no Sunday School or Bible Class. Installation of Officers will be held January 8.

Surqeries and Healinqs
"For lam the Lord who heals you." (Exodus 15:26)

GilGillman, health issues-requested by Robert Martin
Agustus Martin
Chris Fowler, following surgery 12|4-requested by Rosalie Stricker
Frances Weir, medical tests
Goral DeSart, hospitalized
Cindy Langley-daughter of Clayborne & Carla Boehle
Jessie Esch
Bill Napier
Mildred Kallio
Deaths
"l know that my Redeemer lives" (Job 19:25a)

Family of Trent Davis-requested by Wendy Jones
Family of Antonio Rizo-great uncle of Blasa Dozal
Family of Sandra Torres-requested by Wendy Jones
Cancer Patients and all their familv members
"l will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security." (Jeremiah 33:6b)
Kenny AIlen

TO MY DIVINE SAVIOR CHURCH FAMILY:
I want to thank all of you for the Birthday Party. Such a Surprisel I reatty don't
what I would do without my Church Family. I love all of you. May God Bless you,
and everyone. Thank, Thank You, Thank You!
Most Sincerely,
Gloria Seaworth
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Celebrating New Years is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock of the past with
thanksgiving and sometimes even relief (that it's over), and we look to the future in the hope and anticipation
and perhaps even woffy of what it holds. New Year's celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to
who we would like to be; what we have done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our
accomplishments, but mostly it reminds us of our failures. What we've lost. Who we've lost.
St. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 9:6-15 that the Lord of all will both supply and increase what you
need to give to the church for its work in and for the world. He tells us that this work that God is doing in us
will enrich and bless us in every way and through this it will produce thanksgiving to God. With this in mind,
here is some practical advice to help you take stock of your giving of years past, which will help you to change
what needs to be changed, improved, or done away with altogether.

First, attend the Divine Service to receive God's gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. If you've not
been faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching of God's Word, to receive forgiveness, and feast of the
rich food of our Lord's Body and Blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, then repent and come to
receive the gifts God freely gives. God doesn't want your money. He wants you-all of you (Matt22:20-22).
Second, pray for the Lord's help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of all
creation, freely through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and
wisdom to follow His bidding faithfully (John l5:l-16).

Third, consider what the Church is and what the Church does. The Church is a mercy place. It inhales
the mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection, and ascension of His Son through the preaching of the Gospel and the Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward the neighbor. You are a member of the Church,
of God's family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of God's mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for the life of
the world. You spread that mercy in showing mercy through the generous giving of your income to support
the work of the Church in and for the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament (Lev 27:l-34).
Fourth, take stock of your current giving in light of the New Testament's teaching on supporting the
work of the Church. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your paycheck first, or does God get
what's Ieft over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving proportionally and generously?
The Old Testament required a tithe, ten percent. The New Testament gives freedom to be generous, to give
more for the Church's work. Are you relying on God's promise to provide and increase what you need to do
His work? If your answer is no to any of these, repent. If God gave you His only Son, will He not provide for
you all things, even physical things? Trust Him, His Word, and heed it.
So, don't let your past define your future. Rather, commit for the year a generous proportion of your
Board of Stewardship
income, which is God's gift to you for this body and life.
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November 30, 2016
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