THE SEASON OF LENT
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February 18, 2015 is a significant day on the Church calendar. This is Ash
Wednesday which is the beginning of the Season of Lent. The Lenten Season spans 40
weekdays beginning on Ash Wednesday and continues through Holy Week. Holy Week
of course includes Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday.
This journey through Lent begins with ashes.
Ash Wednesday is a somber day of reflection when w-e rellect upon the reason
that we are in need of a Savior. Originally the sign of the cross was made with ashes on
the forehead of those who repented publicly, because their sin was a public sin known
by others. Before long all worshipers came to understand that we are all sinners and the
practice of placing the ashes on the forehead was expanded to include all who
understood that they were a sinner. Paul reminds us in Romans that"all have sinned
and /'all short of the glory of God. " So this time of the year when we look into our heart
and pray as David did,"create in me o clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me, " some might ask; "what do ashes have to do with our admission that w'e are
a

sinner?" Even in the Old Testament we find the phrase "sackcloth and ashes" which
paints a picture of mourning and grief. In this context, the ceremonial use of ashes has
significance. Having been swept from the altar and taken to a clean place the ashes
from the bumed sacrifices are later used under certain circumstances in purif-rcation
rituals to wash those who are unclean (Ryken, Leland; Dictionory of Biblical Imagery.
Inter Varsity Press, 2000). The writer of Hebrews reminds us in Hebrews 9:14 that if
the Old Testament purification rituals would make one outwardly clean, "How much
more then will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offired himself
unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we
may serve the living God!"
The ashes are a sign of the grief that we have over the sin that is in us. There is,
of course hope attached to this tradition. We know that not long after Ash Wednesday
we will be celebrating the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. By His
resurrection Christ proclaimed victory over sin and death and He allows us to share in
that victory. So we begin the Season of Lent with a somber reflection on the fact that
we are a sinner, and it ends on Easter with the celebration of the resurrection. There is a
cure for our sinful condition and His name is Jesus.
We must first admit that we are a sinner before we see the need for a Savior,
who took our sins to the cross w-ith Him and gave us His righteousness. See you on Ash
Wednesday. Soup Supper at 6:30PM, Church Service at 7:30PM, February 18. 2015.
Odis Doyal, Pastor
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Congratulations!
Braxton Moerbe was surrounded by
his parents, Amy and Justin, his God parents,
Shelbi and Andy Hentschke, his sister,
Addyson, when his Great Grandfather, Pastor
Raymond Reich and Pastor Doyal baptized
him on January 1lth.
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Don't forget to nring
your non-perishable
food stuffs and
monetary contributions
for the local food
pantry.
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SAVE THE DATE
FEBI{L r\R}' 15, 2015
Fellowship is hosting a post Valentine's meal at MAMACITA'S MEXICAN RESTAURANT on
Sunday February 15th at 5:30 pm. The restaurant is located at 8030 IH 10 West, San Antonio, Texas.
We will car pool form the church leaving at 4:30 pm. (a map is available for those going on their own)
More details regarding the dinner meal as well as the possibility of seeing a movie will be forthcoming.
RSVP to La Nell Felps by Wednesday, February 11th IS A MUST!!!

Congratulations, Good Luck and God Bless!
Nell and Henry Schmidt celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary as two young couples, Brandon and Kayla Jopling
and Megan and Michael O'Leary started on their new life this past November.
(Judi and Bill Jopling had a busy month with two weddings.)
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Worse when it comes to spreading germs. Scientists found that high-powdered "jet-air" and warm air hand
dryers can spread bacteria in public toilets and these dryers spread bacteria into the air and onto users and
'

those nearby.
A research team contaminated hands with a harmless type of bacteria called Lactobacillus, which is not
normally found in public bathrooms to mimic hands that have been poorly washed. Subsequently, detection of
the Laciobacillus in the air proved that it must have come from the hands during drying. Air samples around
the hand dryers were collected around the air dryers and also 1-2 meters away (a meter is about 29 inches).
Air bacterial counts close to the jet air dryers seemed to be 4.5 times higher than around warm air dryers and
27 timeshigher compared with the air when using paper towels as previously. Another interesting fact is that
next to the dryers, bacteria persisted in the air well beyond the 15 second hand-drying time and almost 50oh of
the Lactobacilli were collected more than 5 minutes after the drying ended and were still detected in the air 15

minutes after hand drying.
So according to the researcher, "the next time you dry your hands in a public toilet using an electric
hand dryer you maybe spreading bacteria without knowing it and you also may be splattered with "bugs" from
other peopll's ha.ris, which could have a potential to transmit illness and disease." It would seem then, that if
individuais washed their hands thoroughly and vigorously (as long as it takes to say the "ABC" song, 15-20
seconds), it would certainly help in preventing the spread of bacteria when using the hand blower dryers.
Of course, one maker ofjet hand dryers reported, "this research was commissioned by the paper towel
industry and is flawed." It will be interesting to hear of follow-up on the subject.

This came from the Trinity Lutheran Church thanks to Ernestine Londenberg. Please take note as we are in
the flu season and measles are also making a come back.
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facts.-Will Rogers

No man's life, liberty, or property is safe while the
legislature is in session.-Mark Twain (18661
Talk is cheap...except when Congress does it.
The only

dffirence between a tax man and a taxidermist is that the
taxidermist leaYes the skin.

There is no distinctly Native American criminal class...save
Congress-Mark Twain
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What this country needs are more unemployed politicians.-Edward
LangleY, Artist ( I 02 8- I 99 5)

