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..TO WHOM SHALL WE GO?"

"Time really passes by in a humy". This may sound like a cliche, but it is rooted
in the truth. This year begins my twelfth year as Pastor at Divine Savior Lutheran
Church. As we begin a New Year we often make New Year's resolutions and give
some thought to w-hat it is that we should be focused on in the New Year. While there
are many things that we could focus on that might improve our quality of lif-e; I would
like to suggest we focus on improving our spiritual well-being by being in the Word,
and following the example of some of the Saints who have gone before us.

January 1Sth is the day that the Church officially remembers andrecognizes "The
Confession of St. Peter". Those who are familiar with Peter's personality. as described
in scripture, usually remember him as a man who very often "put his foot in his mouth";
that is to say, he spoke too soon or often did not know what he was talking about. On
January lSth we will be observing that occasion when Peter "got it right" in answer to a
question that Jesus asked His disciples. The incident is described in Matthew chapter l6
beginning in verse 13. " When ,Iesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, "Wo do people say the Son of Man is? They replied, some say John the
Baptist: others say Elijah: and still others, Jeremiah or one o/'the prophets." Bfi what
about you? He asked. Who do yoLt scty that I am? Simon Peter answered; You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God. " We have to be proud of Peter on this occasion be-
cause he got the answer exactly comect. It is worlh noting that this confession of faith
was made in the presence of the other Disciples.

Jesus said to his disciples in Matthew 10:32,"Whoever acknowledges me before
men, I will also acknov,ledge him before my Fcrther in heaven. Bfi whoever disov,ns me
be.fore men, I y,ill disown him before my Father in heaven. " We would be w-ise to
follow St. Peter's example and acknowledge Him as the Christ (the Savior, each time
we have an oppoftunity to do so.

On another occasion. which is recorded in John 6:68, many who had been
following Jesus fell away. "Do you want to leave too, do you? " Jesus asked the huelve.
Simon Peter answered him, Lord to whom shall we go? You have the v,ords of eternal
lfe. We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God. "

Maybe we should resolve to follow the example of Peter and regularly confess
Jesus as the "Son of the Living God" and the "Holy One of God". Otherwise "to whom
shall we go?"

Odis Doyal. Pastor



CONGRATULATIONS!!

Micah Ferreira were confirmed.
We and their families are proud to

welcome them as members of Divine

We started the Advent season with a Soup Supper followed by the choir from Mount Olive singing a Cantata.

This is the third time they have graced us with their music and we enjoy it more each time.
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The Ladies
enjoyed a

delicious lunch
and fellowship at
Lynda Dicke's.

Thanks to Lynda
and her elves.

If you have never been to the White Elephant Pot
Luck Christmas party you have missed a lot of
good food, fellowship and lots of fun and laugh-
ter. You can tell by these few pictures it was
quite exciting.
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Annual Voters meeting
on January 1lth following Di-
vine Worship. You need to
make your voice heard .

January 17th at 6:30
p.m. is Fellowship Night. Hope
you can be here for all the fun.
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The DYL youth group recently had a gun
safety course. After they completed the
training Zane Shullanberger took them to
his ranch for a hunt over a w-eekend. A gocr
time was had by everyone. Everyone whc-
wanted to was able to shoot a deer. A
few didn't care for the cleaning but had a
good experience. Thanks Zane, for setting
this up and encouraging the kids. We are
still waiting to taste some of the proof.
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We will be
collecting both
money and
non-perishable
foods for the
local Food
Pantry.
Don't forget the
DYL group
collects for the
Pantrv every
4th Sundav.. nuary)aFeb. lr 2015


