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On November 6th we will celebrate All Saints' Sunday. We gather to receive and rejoice in the gifts God gives to His people. We remember all the
saints whom the Lord Jesus bought with His precious blood and who now enjoy
the gift of eternal life. We even rejoice in Christ's gifts for the saints who remain
unknor,.rm, as hy'rnn 678 states, 'We Sing for All the Unsung Saints."
Some might say that All Saints' Sunday, or for that matter, any saint day
(St. Matthew, St. Barnabas, etc.) is being a little too "Roman Catholic" or even
being idolatrous. However, since the beginning of Lutheranism, saint days have
always been celebrated. This truth can be seen in our confessions (Augsburg
Confession t5): "Ceremonies and other practices that are profitable for tranquilrty and good order in the Church (in particular, holy days, festivals, and the
like) ought to be observed."
The Lutheran Reformers noted the importance and benefits of remembering the saints whom God has given to His Church. The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (Article zr) gives three reasons for such honor. First, we thank
God for giving faithful servants to His Church. Second,
through such remembrance our faith is strengthened as we
see the mercy that God extended to His saints of old. Third,
these saints are examples by which we may imitate both
their faith and their holy living according to our calling in
life. So when we honor the saints, we actually give the glory
to God and not to the saints themselves.
We must also remember that, as baptized children of
God, we, too, are saints. Yes, we still sin daily and much. However, God declares everyone who has been baptized and believes the promise of the Gospel to
be justified, holy, and blameless. (Note that the word "saint" is from a Latin
word which means "holy.") Thus, we are saints. The communion of saints,
therefore, includes both those still living on earth and those who have died in
the faith and are now living in heaven.
AII the saints who now live in heaven were in their earthly lives exactly
like us: poor, miserable sinners and completely unworthy of God's favor. It is
only the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, His undeserved mercy, love, and forgiveness, which makes the saints what they are. Thus, All Saints' Day, and any
saint day, may be viewed not just as a time to give thanks to God for the faithfulness of the saints, but more importantly, to rejoice in God's faithfulness fo the
saints. As a reminder of your own sainthood on this special day, being clothed
with the robe of Christ's righteousness, you are invited to wear something white.
God's Blessings,
Pastor Wehmeyer

Church

Highlights
Meetins of October 2nd
Chairman: Jim Danner requested an update on the Remodeling of the Fellowship Hall. Doug Carberry reported that several items have been scaled back, and the goal is to have the remodel "self-supporting," meaning that
little or no budgeted monies would be used.
Treasurer's Report: Margaret McCloskey reviewed the written report. Income over expenses at the end of
September was -$2,434.57. (A brief financial statement is found elsewhere in this newsletter. Members may view
a detailed financial report by contacting the Treasurer or the Church Office.)
Financial Secretary: No report.

Elders: Kenny Allen reported on business items from the Elders meeting. Christmas Eve service will be
held Saturday, December24,at 6:00 PM. Christmas Day service will be held Sunday, December25,at l0:00 AM.
Holy Communion will be moved from December 18 to December 25. New Year's Day service will be held Sunday, January 1, at 10:00 AM. No Bible Class or Sunday School will be held on these two Sundays.
Trustees: Doug Carberry reported on numerous maintenance items that had been completed in September.
The HVAC systems for the Sanctuary have been repaired and serviced. Some sprinkler heads have been repaired.
Thanks were expressed again to Robert & Marla Cappella for all of the painting they have done, including the cross
on the outside of the Fellowship Hall.
Evangelism: No report.

Stewardship: No report.
Human Care: Sharon Stromske reported that a member had been assisted financially in August. Discussion
took place regarding a spaghetti lunch to be held here at the church in order to benefit Cindy Langley. Plans are
being made to initiate the Food Pantry donation box again.

Fellowship: No report.
Christian Education: No report.

Gift of Hope: Robert Cappella stated a representative from Gift of Hope attended a Texas Kidney Foundation meeting in San Antonio on September 25, as well as the Devine Current Events Club social on October l. Applications for next year's recipients were scheduled to be provided to congregational members throughout October.
New members are being sought to serve on this Committee. See Robert or Marla Cappella for more information.
Pastor: Pastor Wehmeyer reviewed his written report which included Family Care, Official Acts, and the
latest Church Statistics. All Saints Sunday is November 6. Advent Services will be held on Wednesdays at 7:30
PM on 11130,1217, and 12/14. Installation of new officers will be held Sunday, January 8.

Surgeries and Healinqs
"For lam the Lord who heals you." (Exodus 15:26)
Elaine Hoog, following surgery for broken arm-requested by Nancy Martin
Kenny Allen, following back surgery 10125
Coral DeSart, hospitalized
Jesse Littlefield, following heart procedure 10/18-requested by Rosalie Stricker
Carla Boehle, following a stroke
Hunter Martin-grandson of Andy & Ethel Martin
Austin Martin-grandson of Andy & Ethel Martin
Roy Tofte-father of Louanne Schuknecht
Linda Pilgrim-requested by Linda White
Cindy Langley-daughter of Clayborne & Carla Boehle
Jessie Esch
Mildred Kallio
Bill Napier
Special Needs and Goncerns
"Our God is compassionate." (Psalm 1 16:5)

Jerry Martin & Family-requested by Ethel Martin
Augustus & Savannah
Deaths
"l know that my Redeemer lives" (Job 19.25a)

Family of Michae! Pitts-requested by Glen Felps
Family of Jack Landon-brother of Gloria Seaworth
Gancer Patients and all their familv members
"l will heal my people and will let them enjoy abundant peace and security." (Jeremiah 33:6b)
Teresa Villareal-requested by Joyce Haass
Lisa Rhode-requested by Joyce Haass
Sandy Torres-requested by Jim Danner
Betty Brown-requested by Jim Danner
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"O give thanks to the Lord for He is good. His love endures forever" (Psalm 136:1). The love of the
Lord does endure forever because the Son of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, is risen from the dead, lives and
reigns for all eternity. He was crucified for our transgressions, but He is raised and lives forever for our justification. We are acceptable to God in Christ Jesus.
This is indeed something for which we give thanks. We give thanks in our prayers. We give thanks in
the hymns we sing in church. We give thanks by talking about it with our friends and neighbors and teaching
it to our children and grandchildren. And we give thanks by giving to the church a generous, first-fruits portion of the income He provides us.
Giving is giving thanks. It is one of the concrete ways in which we thank God for all He has done for
us. This includes not just what He has done for us here in time, but what He does for us for all eternity. He
provides for all that we need in both body and soul. He is more ready to give than we are able either to receive
or even ask. That is who He is. That is His character. He is good and His love endures forever.
Let us then give thanks in all these ways, not in one way or the other. But rather in all things, everything that we do and say, whether it be in word or deed, in prayer and praise, in teaching and giving, let us give
thanks to God for He is good'
Board of stewardship

JOIN US AS WE GNT, THANKS FOR OUR MANY
BLESSINGS AND PtrTITION OUR HtrA\IENLY
FATHER FOR MORE OF HIS LOVING KINDNESS.
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Financial Statement as of
September 30, 2016
lncome:
Expenses:

$
$

93,387.02
95,821.59
$- (2,434.57)

January-September 20 I 5
105

Total Baptized Membership

85

Total Confirmed Membership

54

Average SundayWorship
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25

Average Sunday SchoolAttendance

6
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